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GFEST artistic director Niranjan Kamatkar said, “GFEST 
2014 programme spells out an ongoing challenge to attain 
social equality within the art world for LGBTQI artists, 
filmmakers and practitioners. Working with commissioned 
artists and curating the work of other artists, filmmakers 
exploring the theme has proved to be an inspirational 
journey. I am confident GFEST 2014 programme provides 
a glimpse into the vast sea of talent out there.”

@NiranjanGFEST                  Niranjan.Kamatkar

GFEST 2014 programme advisers : Subodh Rathod, Liz Carr, Stoo Iresen

GFEST 2014 Visual arts exhibition  - 10 to 22 November 

MENIER GALLERY, Lower Gallery, 51 Southwark Street, London SE1 1RU 
T: 020 7407 3222 mail@meniergallery.co.uk / www.meniergallery.co.uk  
Open: Mon to Thurs and Sat 11 am to 6 pm. Fri 11 am to 8 pm. Sun closed.
Private View 11 November 6- 8 pm (invitation only)

Sadie Lee explores the myths 
surrounding lesbian sex and the 
depiction of ‘safe and tasteful’ 
images of lesbian couplings in 
‘Classical Mythology’ paintings. Her 
new works for GFEST 2014 
challenges notions in the form of 
‘mash-ups’ of classic paintings and 
sexually graphic images from vintage 
erotica.

BP Travel Award winner, artist Sadie Lee has had several one woman shows 
nationally and abroad. These include 'Venus Envy' at Manchester City Art Gallery and 
'A Dying Art - Ladies of the Burlesque' at the National Portrait Gallery. Sadie also had 
an exhibition entitled 'Don't Look' at the Gallery of Modern Art, Slovenia when she 
was selected as British Representative in the international contemporary art festival.

Jupiter, in the Guise of Diana, and Callisto - 
After Francois Boucher DETAIL
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GFEST 2014 Visual arts exhibition  - 10 to 22 November 

Matthew Stradling has chosen to 
paint as homage to certain themes 
that have been depicted in the 
history of art which seem to resonate 
with him, all dealing with a LGBTQI 
subtext. He presents a contemporary 
take on the image of Saint Sebastian, 
The Dying Slave (of Michelangelo) 
and the death of Lucretia - all images 
that, although seductive and fleshy, 
resonate with a sense of anxiety, self-
doubt, judgement, and which have 
filled the artist with a sense of human 
connection and humility.

Matthew Stradling is represented in many art collections in Europe, America, 
the Far and Middle East. Born in Hertfordshire in South-East England, Matthew now 
works from his studio in North London. His work has been exhibited internationally 
and he has had fourteen solo exhibitions in London, Liverpool, Paris and Ottawa.

'The Pearl Necklace (Lucretia)' DETAIL

João Trindade presents views about Myth as a 
‘pre-constructed idea’ and his own 
interpretation of external judgements and 
prejudice. He focuses on ‘self image’ and its 
variations to follow his quest:  What is a fair 
dialogue on acceptance and equality?

João Trindade was born in Porto, Portugal and studied Design and Communication 
at the Escola Superior de Artes e Design. He's been living in London since 2007, 
where he's been exhibiting and working together with other artists and performers. 
He has had 2 solo shows in Portugal and subsequently, presented his work around 
identities in several group shows in Portugal, the USA and the UK. 

Untitled Digital Photography series by Joao Trindade
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Jennifer Welton is a 2013 graduate in Photography from London College of 
Communication. London based, she works in a variety of mediums from stills to 
moving images and has shown her work in a few group shows. 

Mathias Vef uses multimedia, 
photographic image works, ‘digital 
deconstruction’ and moving images to 
visually explore gender fluidity, to 
present ‘mythical body’ at GFEST 2014.

'Dark paradise' is a series that 
explores the unconscious mind. 
Through metaphors and symbols, it 
invites the viewer to journey into a 
silent land where the cures for 
homosexuality are played out. This 
work explores the irony of the mind's 
natural healing process combined 
with the forced, un-natural curing of 
homosexuality.

Berlin and London based artist 
Mathias Vef has shown his work around 
the world including Germany, the UK, 
Kuala Lumpur, Sydney and at Leslie 
Lohman Foundation in New York.'I-Do-Me' /a still from Video installation

'Dark Paradise' series / C-Type Print Scanned Negatives

GFEST 2014 Visual arts exhibition  - 10 to 22 November 

A panel discussion on LGBT 'Myths and Mythology' in art - past, present and the 
future -  at Menier Gallery (address on page 2) on Fri 21st November 2014 / 6 pm 
to 7.30 pm / FREE :  GFEST 2014 artists include Sadie Lee, Matthew Stradling who 
will talk about their work. Art critic and writer Anna McNay who has written an 
essay on GFEST 2014 exhibition will also present her views. Professor of Philosophy 
& Fine Art Johnny Golding, Director, Centre for Fine Art Research (CFAR), 
Birmingham School of Art will chair and lead the discussion, also linking her most 
recent works like 'ecce homo sexual'.  
Book your place: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gfest-2014-visual-art-panel-
discussion-on-lgbt-myths-and-mythology-tickets-13113253093
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Gökhan Tanrıöver wants to show bodies and our 
own love-and-hate relation with them. The images 
that were altered by their own reflections on glass, 
captured by analogue methods - rather than by 
digital manipulation, emerge as ‘gender ambivalent’ 
fluctuations within our own self-image. Gökhan 
aims to reconnect this series with his childhood 
journeys to the ‘body of water’ near his 
grandparent’s home - where Narcissus is supposed 
to have drowned.  

Gökhan Tanrıöver was born in Turkey and moved to London at a very young age. 
After studying medicine at Imperial College, and working in hospital as a doctor, 
Gökhan made the decision to follow his passion and dedicate his time exclusively to 
photography. After completing his Diploma in Photography in Kensington and 
Chelsea College, he commenced his BA in Photographic Arts at Westminster 
University.

'Where is Narcissus?' series / Untitled / Giclee print 

Having studied towards a BA at the University of Reading and an MA at the 
University of Brighton, Enzo Marra's creative practice is concerned with the 
exploration and pictorial analysis of the art world. He has also recently been included 
on the shortlist for the 100 Painters of Tomorrow and was given an honourable 
mention in the Beers Contemporary Award for Emerging Art 2013.

For Threadneedle Prize winner and GFEST 2010 
artist Enzo Marra, Francis Bacon is a mythical 
figure who personified the concept of the gay 
artist. Bacon’s work ethic is informed by his close 
personal, creative and sexual relationships, the 
social life that surrounded it - known for its 
apparent debauchery and alcoholism. Francis 
Bacon created a reputation in an art world which 
he didn't fit easily into, his personality as vibrant 
as his art works.

'Francis Bacon' series / oil on canvas

GFEST 2014 Visual arts exhibition  - 10 to 22 November 
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GFEST 2014 films at Rich Mix, 35 – 47 
Bethnal Green Road, London, E1 6LA 
Box Office: 020 7613 7498 / £9.50 - £5 
(concs / promotion prices)

Sat 15th November 2014 / 12 noon  /   15 
 
To Russia with Love song by Le Zbor, 
lesbian feminist choir from Zagreb, Croatia

On the occasion of the Winter Olympics 
opening in Sochi, Le Zbor, the first lesbian 
and feminist choir in South-Eastern 
Europe, published a video for the song 
Katjusha, expressing their solidarity with 
LGBT citizens of Russia and worldwide.  
Short film directed by Tomislav Fiket.

STAND by Jonathan Taieb / 
English subtitles/ feature drama

A compelling drama following 
recent worldwide condemnation 
of anti-gay violence in Russia. 
The film centres around Anton, 
who faces a moral dilemma when 
he witnesses a fatal homophobic 
attack in Moscow: Does he 
investigate the brutal act and put 
himself in danger, or does he set 
aside his outrage and play it safe? 
Anton searches for the 
murderer/s despite his boyfriend’s fears, 
as the suspense mounts.

French-born director-producer-writer Jonathan Taieb presents Russian born stars 
Renat Shuteev and Andrey Kurganov, who share a loving and natural chemistry in this 
small budget film that proclaims: our actions should speak louder, rising above our 
fears.  / UK première

The screening is followed by a brief Q&A with STAND Star Andrey Kurganov / approx 
total time 2 hr 30 min incl. the Q&A

BOOK : http://www.richmix.org.uk/whats-on/festival/gfest-gaywise-festival-gfest-2014
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GFEST 2014 films at Rich Mix, 35 – 47 
Bethnal Green Road, London, E1 6LA 
Box Office: 020 7613 7498 / £9.50 - £5 
(concs / promotion prices)

Sun 16th November 2014 / 12 noon /   

Brace by Jake Graf / short film/ Queer 
drama /UK

Brace explores a myth most relevant to 
our times. After coming out and leaving 
his girlfriend, Adam dreams of finding 
acceptance within London's gay scene. 
His burgeoning freedom is soon 
challenged when he meets Rocky, a 
handsome stranger who is harbouring 
a secret that he desperately wants to 
share with Adam. As their bond 
strengthens, Rocky prepares to reveal 
his secret to Adam… Director Jake 
Graf's acclaimed short film draws on 
London's LGBT scene most beautifully 
in this contemporary drama. / London 
Première

Fagbug Nation by Erin Davis / LGBT 
feature-length documentary 

Fagbug Nation takes you behind the wheel of what it's like to drive the once 
vandalized, now famous "Fagbug." With 6 years of touring under her belt, director Erin 
Davies ("Fagbug," 2009) has her mind set on getting her car to all 50 states, Hawaii and 
Alaska being the final two. To pull this off, Erin went 54 days without a car, put her car 
on 5 boats, and flew on 14 planes. Watch as this rainbow coloured Beetle serves as a 
catalyst for the American nation on the road to equality.
 / UK Première

The film screening follows with a Q&A with Brace filmmaker Jake Graf /approx total 
time 2 hr 30 min incl. the Q&A 
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BOOK : http://www.richmix.org.uk/whats-on/festival/gfest-gaywise-festival-gfest-2014
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GFEST 2014 films at Rich Mix, 35 – 47 
Bethnal Green Road, London, E1 6LA 
Box Office: 020 7613 7498 / £9.50 - £5 
(concs / promotion prices)

Mon 17th November 2014 / 6 pm /

A Last Farewell by Casper Andreas / English 
subtitles / drama / Short Film

Contrasting situations faced by older LGBT 
people, the alternative family drama ‘A Last 
farewell’, examines myths and mysteries 
surrounding life and death. The film is 
directed by Casper Andreas (whose short 
‘Mormor's Visit’ was shown at GFEST 2007) 
and produced by David Färdmar (his film ‘My 
name is Love’ was featured at GFEST 2009). 
/ London première.

The Way He Looks by Daniel Ribeiro  / 
English subtitles / feature drama / Brazil

The Way He Looks challenges a 
myth: whether life has really 
become any easier for younger 
LGBT people these days? 
Leonardo and Giovana are best of 
friends, like all teenagers they yearn 
for more independence from their 
parents, dream of going abroad and 
to experience love's first kiss. Gabriel, 
the new boy at school quickly 
becomes friends with them both, but 
ultimately three becomes a crowd.

Being blind, who will Leonardo give his first 
kiss to? 

 

Writer and director Daniel Ribeiro's debut feature film is based on the award 
winning short film "I Don't Want To Go Back Alone" and draws noteworthy 
performances from Ghilherme Lobo, Fabio Audi, Tess Amorim.

8

BOOK : http://www.richmix.org.uk/whats-on/festival/gfest-gaywise-festival-gfest-2014
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GFEST 2014 films at Rich Mix, 35 – 47 
Bethnal Green Road, London, E1 6LA 
Box Office : 020 7613 7498 / £9.50 to £5 
(concs / promotion prices)

Tues 18th November 2014 / 8.15 pm / 

June by Aaron Chan / A ‘silent’ short film 
/ USA & Canada

In the middle of the night, a silent presence 
tries to communicate with his lover by 
playing the piano. A silent short film by 
Canadian filmmaker Aaron Chan / London 
première.

The Secret Path by Richard Mansfield /  
LGBT period drama 'with a darker twist' 
/ UK

This haunting period drama set in 1810 
will stay with the viewer for days... Frank 
and Theo are two lovers on the run from 
the British Navy and a supernatural 
presence. They soon discover that 
their new hiding place may be even more 
dangerous than life aboard the ship they 
escaped from.

Director Richard Mansfield made ‘Secret 
Path’ with his husband Daniel Mansfield. 
Both of them are committed to make 
‘feature dramas with darker twists’ in 
quality LGBT cinema. / London and UK 
première.

The screening is followed by a brief Q&A with 
Richard Mansfield / approx total  time 2 hr 30 
min incl. the Q&A
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Arts charity Wise Thoughts, organisers of GFEST, runs events throughout the year. 
Please check What's On / events pages on Wise Thoughts web : 
http://wisethoughts.org/

BOOK : http://www.richmix.org.uk/whats-on/festival/gfest-gaywise-festival-gfest-2014
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GFEST 2014 Cabaret at Rich Mix, 
35 – 47 Bethnal Green Road, London, E1 6LA 
Box Office : 020 7613 7498 / £7/ £5 (concs)

Sat 15th November 2014 / 7.45 pm 

GFEST 2014 Cabaret evening will see some 
super-entertaining ‘mythical’ performances. 
A star-studded line up presented by London 
Cabaret scene leading light Bird La Bird and 
features Sh!t Theatre and Mzz Kimberley. 
Promises to be a very enjoyable night, full of 
surprises of mythical proportions!

Bird La Bird is an artist who straddles comedy 
and performance art, she has been described as 
a "Queer Pearly Queen" and a "Haute Couture 
Fishwife". Bird favours collaboration and works 
with a host of artists and designers to create 
surreal and satirical performances. Performance 
highlights also include the V&A, LLGFF, National 
Portrait Gallery, Mother's Ruin, EYHO, Trashing 
Performance and WANC cafe.

Mzz Kimberley is winner of 2011 BOYZ award for 
'best cabaret artist' whose voice has been 
compared many times to Bassey and Tina Turner. 
Mzz Kimberley can be seen around London 
town, Edinburgh festival, Europe, Australia, 
Israel, and the United States with her one 
woman live cabaret show, singing Jazz, Gospel 
and Blues, accompanied by her musical director 
Richard Link 

Sh!t Theatre are Louise Mothersole and Rebecca 
Biscuit. They were winners of the Total Theatre 
'Emerging Company' Award 2013 and an Arches 
Brick Award 2013. Their most recent show 
'Guinea Pigs on Trial' was shortlisted for the 
Amnesty International Freedom of Expression 
Award 2014. They have been supported by Arts 
Council of England, Escalator East, The Yard 
Theatre, The Expansionists.

BOOK : http://www.richmix.org.uk/whats-on/festival/gfest-gaywise-festival-gfest-2014
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16 Chenies Street, London, WC1E 7EX 
email: studiosboxoffice@rada.ac.uk   
£15 / £10 (concs)  

Scintillating South Asian (Indian) dance 
performances, a new and vibrant way of 
looking at sexual and gender energies 
through 'an eye' of mystical 
and rich culture.

As a part of ‘Myths & Mythology’ theme 
for GFEST – Gaywise FESTival 2014,
British Asian dancer Kali Chandrasegaram 
presents the sensational 'S(He)-dom:
Freedom versus He-or-She-dom'. It is a 
newly commissioned performance work, 
specially created for the festival. This is a  
collaborative work with writer Harry Mycroft, 
visual artist Brian Dennis, rap band Ajah UK 
and explores mythical gender-bender 
identities. / UK première

Justin McCarthy, an internationally renowned 
established ‘Indian’ Bharatanatyam dance 
guru from the prestigious Shriram Bharatiya 
Kala Kendra will complete the double bill with 
his ground-breaking new dance work on 
myths, ‘Mohini: God Becomes Enchantress’. 
It is a collaboration with a kalamkari artist and 
scholar M V Bhaskar and karnatic musicians. 
The piece charters the fluidity inherent in 
various streams of gender, sexuality, eroticism 
and love. / World première Image credit: Briana Blasko

Image credit: Simon Richardson 
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The arts charity Wise Thoughts organises GFEST. 
Please support us by donating generously. 
Details on Wise Thoughts web: http://wisethoughts.org

 BOOK: https://www.rada.ac.uk/whats-on/other-events/wise-thoughts

GFEST 2014 Mythical Dance at RADA Studio:  
RADA STUDIOS Box Office: +44 (0)20 7307 5060 / 
Thurs 20th November 2014 / 7.30 pm



Contact us
GFEST - Gaywise FESTival® is organised by art charity :
Wise Thoughts
2nd Floor, Wood Green Central Library,
High Road
Wood Green
London N22 6XD
UK     
          
Company Reg. No.: 3758786 Charity Reg. No.: 1077616

Tel: 020 8889 9555
info@wisethoughts.org 
http://wisethoughts.org/  

Programme details, booking link and updates on : http://gaywisefestival.org.uk

Supported and partners:

Find / follow us:

  GFESTGaywiseFESTival                             @GFEST                         /wisethoughts  

  GFESTGaywiseFESTival 

Exploring  LGBT ‘Myths & Mythology’ though South Asian Dance - A panel 
discussion with GFEST 2014 commissioned choreographers Justin McCarthy and 
Kali Chandrasegaram. The choreographers will be joined by Jay Pather – Director of 
the Gordon Institute of Performing Arts, Cape Town; Hari Krishnan – 
Choreographer / Artistic Director of InDance, Toronto and Subodh Rathod – 
Choreographer, Programme Manager Wise Thoughts.  The Discussion will be 
chaired by Dr Ann R David Head of Dance, Roehampton University. 

Michaelis Theatre, Froebel College, University of Roehampton, Roehampton 
Lane, SW15 5PJ / Wed 19th November 2014 / 7 to 8.30 pm / FREE
Booking link:https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exploring-lgbt-myths-mythology-
though-south-asian-dance-a-panel-discussion-tickets-13176179307

mailto:info@wisethoughts.org
http://wisethoughts.org/

